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A ‘close’ is the precinct or space around a cathedral or a church.
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offerings in another place.
What I want to say to
you is this: the work of
God in Christ Church is
not and never has been
my work, but ours. What
we have done here, we
have done together,
through your hands and
your willing spirit. Even
our worship, which
seems (at least during
Communion) to be cen-
tered on the priest as the
agent of Christ, is liturgy,
which means “the work
of the people.” You are
the beating heart of
Christ Church, the body
of Christ in this place.
Even as I prepare to
leave this parish, plans

bour, Penelope Lattimer,
and the members of the
Music and Black Heri-
tage Committees to plan
an outstanding monthly
concert series which will
begin in October. Christ
Church will remain a
vibrant parish with a rich
array of spiritual, social,
and cultural offerings.
This fall will also see a
change in our liturgical
pattern, which I began to
plan months before I had
any idea that [ might con-
sider a new call. For the
last several years, we
have been struggling with
Youth Sunday, trying to
find a pattern which
would work well to incor-

ing them or the parish
well. Neither the kids nor
our adult members seem
to have much energy
around that Sunday,
which has exhibited con-
sistently lower attendance
than other Sundays. The
result has been to segre-
gate our youth from our
adults, so that rather than
appreciating the extraor-
dinary gifts our younger
members bring to our
community, many mem-
bers of our parish never
give themselves an op-
portunity to see the kids
or interact with them.

Continued on page 7
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Anti-Racism Efforts, Diocese of New Jersey

A Service of Repentance
and Reconciliation
Wednesday,
August 10, 2011
7:00 P.M.

St. Peter’s Church
183 Rector Street
Perth Amboy

Bishop George Councell
will preside and preach at
this special service to
consecrate the burial site
of slaves in St. Peter’s
Church graveyard.

As with many historic
churches, St. Peter’s is the
resting place of slaves

of African descent who
were “owned” by white
parishioners and were bur-
ied in the graveyard with-
out recognition.

In keeping with the anti-
racism ministry of the Dio-
cese of New Jersey, St.
Peter’s will place a marker
to the memory of those
unsung men, women, and
children with the dedica-
tion: “In this hallowed
ground lie the remains of
people of African descent
who were servants and
slaves during the 1700s
and 1800s. They are un-

MEN’S MINISTRY

—Deacon Pete Cornell

The Men’s Ministry met
for Bible study on July 10"
at 9:00 AM, as we contin-
ued our study on the Ser-
mon on the Mount (as
found in Matthew). We are
using a guide from the
Lifeguide Bible Study,
which has 12 sessions of
reflection and questions on
this very familiar story.
We continued to study
chapter 5, verses 17-20.
Our discussions focused on
two questions this month.
First, we began to reflect
on how we could reconcile
the statements that only the
very righteous will enter
heaven, with the later
statement that the poor in
spirit will enter heaven.

The group began to dis-
cuss how we as people
could ever understand the
divine judgment of God.
As an example, we dis-
cussed the case of a priest
recently accepted from the
Roman tradition, who had
past charges of molestation
and was now serving as a
hospital chaplain in a re-
stricted capacity. Could we
reconcile with someone
who has honestly atoned
for their sins? Is there a
threshold above which it is
impossible to forgive? The
second question we dis-
cussed was whether the
two great commandments
(to love God and each
other) took precedent over
others. We decided that
there was precedent for

known to us, but pre-
cious to God. In the
Church’s sin of ra-
cism, they were buried
without  recognition.
This day we repent of
that sin and lift them
in prayer, committing
ourselves to respect-
ing the dignity of
every human being in
the name of Jesus
Christ. Rest eternal grant
to them, O Lord. August
10,2011.”

Clergy are invited to vest
and process. Red stoles. A
reception will follow.

interpreting the teachings
of the Church in the con-
text of the two, especially
when our understanding
began to change on social
issue (such as slavery
and homosexuality).

The next meeting of the
Bible Study group is
scheduled for August 14"
at 9:00 a.m., and we will
conclude our study of Mat-
thew 5:17-20. Please feel
free to read the passage,
and you can contact me if
you would like the ques-
tions we will address
ahead of the session.

Update on the Fall Din-
ner: We have begun to
plan for the Fall Men’s
Dinner in support of out-

To respond, or for
more information, call
732.826.1594. This event
is by St. Peter’s Church
and the Diocesan Anti-
Racism Commission.

Continued on page 3

reach. The date is Septem-
ber 24™ and we will be
setting the menu and other
planning over the summer.
Please contact Deacon Pete
Cornell if you are willing
to assist with what prom-
ises to be a great evening.

All men of the Parish are
invited and encouraged to
attend, we always have
lively and interesting dis-
cussions as we explore
who we are and how we
can be better Christians in
the role we play as men.
Please contact Deacon Pete
Cornell if you want more
information or have any
suggestions about how to
improve this Ministry
within the Parish.
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& for youth
and chil-
dren will
begin on
Sunday,
Septem-
ber 11th, the day we re-
turn to our fall schedule.

Registration  will  take
place on the two preceding
Sundays, August 28th

and September 4th, after
each of the two services.

Godly Play, for chil-
dren three-and-a-half
years old through second
grade, will be held in the
Noah’s Ark Room begin-
ning at 9:30 am. It is a
Montessori-based  ap-
proach which seeks to
engage children’s imagi-
nation in the service of
their faith through holy
play, artistic response,
and wondering. It also

includes age-appropriate
worship. Children return
to the sanctuary in time
for Communion.

Rite 13, our offering for
youth in the 6th and 7th
grades, will be held from
9:30-10:20 a.m. in the
Rite 13 room (Chapel of
the Innocents). Class
members and their parents
should fill out participant
covenants during church
school enrollment. We
still need additional men-
tors for this group, so if
you would like the oppor-
tunity to nurture and sup-
port our youth, please talk
to Mother Deborah.

Journey to Adulthood,
for youth in the 8th and
9th grades, will meet from
9:15-10:20 a.m. in the
former Boaz office (next
to the nursery). Mentors
will be Andy Murphy,

Anti-Racism Efforts, cont’d.

Diocesan
Anti-Racism Conference
“Tearing Down Walls
and Building Bridges:
Reclaiming an
Anti-Racist Gospel”

Saturday,
November 12, 2011
9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Trinity Cathedral,
801 West State Street,
Trenton

The Reverend Joseph
Barndt is the guest
speaker for this year’s

Graig Fergussen, and Julia
DerBedrosian.

Young Adults in
Church, for youth in the
10th-11th  grades, will
meet in the downstairs
youth room (where you
were last year). Mentors
will be Andrea Hawkins,
Cathy Whitener, and
Chris Davies.

The Adult Forum will
meet in the Nicholas
Room from 9:30-10:20
a.m., beginning this year
on Sunday, September
25th. Parishioner Andy
Murphy, who is an Asso-
ciate Professor of political
science at Rutgers, will
lead us in a three-week
study, Religion and
American Politics: Past,
Present, Future. The ses-
sions will examine the
interplay of religion and
American public life, tak-

anti-racism  conference,
the fourth biennial full-
day conference presented
by the Anti-Racism Com-
mission for the Diocese of
New Jersey. Joe Barndt is
a national leader, organ-
izer, and author on the
subject of racism. Joe will
sign copies of his book,
Becoming an Anti-racist
Church: Journeying To-
ward Wholeness, which
the Bishop has selected as
the One Book for the Dio-
cese to read this fall.

AUGUST 2011

Looking Forward....Christian Formation This Fall

ing us from the colonies
and American Revolution
through the rise of the
Christian Right and the
growing religious diver-
sity of the present, and
looking at how today’s
trends may impact our
common future.

The Men’s Group will
meet in the Auditorium
from 9:30-10:20 a.m. on
the second Tuesday of
each month, wunder
the guidance of Deacon
Pete Cornell. They are
continuing their study of
the Sermon on the Mount.
All are welcome!

WomenSpirit, open to
all women in the parish,
is a community of learn-
ing, support, and prayer
which meets Wednesdays
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in
the Ross Room.

MANY
THANKS !!

9

Many thanks to the Music
and Historical Fund and
to John Sheridan for orga-
nizing the Annual July
4th event and concert.
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VESTRY MINUTES

—Chizoba Nwankwo, Clerk
July 21, 2011

A special vestry meeting
was held on July 21, 2011.
The meeting was called to
order with a prayer at 7:40
p.m. in the Ross Room.

The meeting was called
into executive session by
the Rector’s Warden Paul
Ambos to discuss a letter of
resignation that was submit-
ted by Reverend Meister.

from the Wardens

Upon exiting executive
session the following reso-
lutions were passed by the
unanimous vote of all those
present:

Resolved, That the Vestry of
Christ Church, New Bruns-
wick, accepts with regret the
letter of resignation of the
Reverend Dr. Deborah A.
Meister as Rector of Christ
Church, effective as to regu-
lar duties as of August 21,
2011 but with a last Sunday
on September 18, 2011.

Resolved, That
Church requests
continuation of
agreement with Deacon
Peter Cornell during the
vacancy of the rectorship,
subject to the approval of
the Bishop Diocesan.

the

Resolved, That the War-
dens and the Chair of the
Personnel Committee as
soon as feasible make a rec-
ommendation to the Vestry
for a selection and for terms
of agreement for an Interim,

Christ |

the |

subject to the approval of
the Bishop Diocesan.

Resolved, That, pursuant to
paragraph 5 of the Equity
Share Agreement dated as

Continued on page 7

Deborah met with the Vestry only last Thursday to announce her acceptance of a call to St. Alban’s in Washington, but

we are moving quickly with plans for her Farewell Sunday on September18 and for the appointment of an Interim Rector
to serve Christ Church during the transition. After taking some time on Thursday to express both our sorrow at her leav-
ing and our gratitude for her ministry among us, the Vestry met with the Rev. Lee Powers, Diocesan Canon for Transition
Ministry, and his assistant, Cecilia Alvarez. We had a thorough discussion of the transition process, including appoint-
ment of an Interim, Parish Self-Study, and search for our next Rector. The procedures are outlined in a brochure, The Dis-
cernment Process in the Diocese of New Jersey, which is available at the back of the church or in the office.

The Wardens and Vestry have asked our Deacon, Pete Cornell, to continue to serve during the transition, and with
the approval of Bishop Councell, Pete has agreed to do so. We are deeply grateful to have his continuing pastoral and
liturgical support.

The Vestry will be meeting for a retreat on Saturday, September 10, to reflect on what our parish has achieved in our
five years with Deborah and where we may be led by the Spirit in the years ahead. The retreat will be led by the Rev.
Barbara Crafton, a noted retreat leader and spiritual director and an award-winning author. Her e-mail meditations, The
Almost-Daily eMo, are read by tens of thousands of subscribers.

Our Vestry Co-Chairs for Special Events, Chizoba Nwankwo and Marie Thompson, will be leading a team of parish-
ioners to organize the farewell celebration. Please let them know if you would like to help: chiznwan@yahoo.com or
mariethompson2@aol.com.

We will be working hard to provide information to you as soon as it is available, and we will try to answer individual
questions or concerns. Please feel free to contact us: pambos@amboslaw.com or dedwards64@aol.com. In the mean-
time, we ask your prayers for the Vestry and our staff during the transition.

Paul Ambos
Rector’s Warden

Don Edwards
People’s Warden
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Food Pantry August 2011

<

The Food Pantry is very
grateful for all the donations
it receives from the Parish
and our community. Last
month, during the last week
of July, we found that we
were greatly in need of
food, especially pasta,
tomato sauce, and cereal.
We anticipate that we will

Jazz Concert....

A Jazz concert featuring
Christ Church’s Benny
Barksdale will be held on
October 29, 2011.

The venue will be
the Hyatt. Tickets prices
are $65.00.

need the same supplies
this month.

We also need a regular
volunteer to pick up food
on Wednesday mornings
from MCFOODs, starting
after August 24. A volun-
teer is also needed to pick
up food from Famous
Dave’s on Route 1.

For more information on
the Food Pantry, please
contact Gwen Greenberg
at 908.420.0548.

We will continue with
your support, prayers and
time.

Thanks to all who con-
tribute to this mission.

Peace,
Gwen

Save the date!

Contact names and up-
dated information will
appear weekly in the Sun-
day leaflets and upcoming
Close Call bulletins, and
from members of both
the Black Heritage and
Music Committees.

All funds rasied from the event will be given to Benny to allow
him to complete is new cd. It is not a benefit for Christ Church.

AUGUST 2011

Food Pantry Calendar

DISTRIBUTION AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

8:00AM—Unloading truck(s) from Hillside
NEED HELP TO UNLOAD THE TRUCK

CHRIST CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
AUGUST 2011

August 9 (Tuesday)

August 10 (Wednesday)
AM—MCFOODS pickup
6-7PM—Distribution

August 14 (Sunday)
12:30-2:30M—Bagging

August 17 (Wednesday)
AM—MCFOODS pickup
6-7PM—Distribution

August 18 (Thursday)
6-8PM—Bagging NEED HELP

August 19 (Friday)
9-10AM—Distribution

August 20 (Saturday)
9:30-10:30 AM—Bagging
10:30-11:30AM—Distribution

August 21 (Sunday)
12:30-230M—Bagging

August 24 (Wednesday)
AM—MCFOODS pickup
6-7PM—Distribution

August 25 (Thursday)
6-8PM—Bagging NEED HELP

August 26 (Friday)
9-10AM—Distribution

August 27 (Saturday)
9:30-10:30 AM—Bagging
10:30-11:30AM—Distribution
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Music Notes

—John Sheridan

Dear Friends,

I am thrilled to be writ-
ing you in this month’s
Close Call as your newly-
called Director of Music.
It has been a joy to be-
come part of your minis-
try here at Christ Church
in the past year, and I am
very excited to have the
opportunity to continue to
facilitate and guide the
very good work that you
have done here over the
years. As I step into this
role, I wish first to ac-
knowledge some of my
very capable predecessors
that have worked with
you to build the program
into what it is today:
George Wilmot; George
Huddleston; John Van
Sant; Clifford Hill; Jack
Spencer; and most espe-
cially, Mark Trautman.
We are the very fortunate
inheritors of the hard
work and devotion of
these past music direc-

tors, and we can certainly
be thankful for our vital
music outreach ministry
here at Christ Church,
which is their legacy.

In my first communica-
tion with you in these
pages last October, I iden-
tified four key character-
istics of the music out-
reach ministry at Christ
Church: excellence; out-
reach; inclusiveness; and
enthusiasm. [ believe
these characteristics have
continued to typify this
ministry during the past
season, whether it was the
excellence of the Decem-
ber concert with the New
Brunswick Chamber Or-
chestra or the real growth
in ability and leadership
in Canticum Novum; or
whether it was the out-
reach of a massed choir of
60 singers at the Interfaith
Thanksgiving service, or
Christ Church choirs’
involvement in diocesan
events; or whether it was
the continued inclusion of

hymnody and service mu-
sic from the African-
American heritage in LE-
VAS II or musical styles
ranging from classical to
jazz to gospel in our wor-
ship services; or whether it
was the continued enthusi-
asm of all in our hymn
singing and willingness to
step up and be part of
this ministry.

These characteristics
continue to be key. I look
forward to continued
growth in these key areas
in the upcoming season, as
well as in the areas of edu-
cation, service, outreach
beyond our walls, and a
continued vision of minis-
try that supports us all on
our journeys, wherever we
might be.

I invite any and all of
you to take part in this out-
reach ministry at Christ
Church, whether by join-
ing one of the choirs, by
attending the concert se-
ries, or—especially—
by singing our great

hymns with enthusiasm
and fervor!
Meanwhile, please re-

member that our Summer
Choir continues through
the last Sunday in August.
Any and all are welcome,
invited and encouraged to
join us in the chancel any
of those Sundays at 9:00
a.m. Each Sunday will
learn an easy anthem

which we then will sing at
the 10:00 a.m. service.

Our regular choral sea-
son resumes on Sunday,
September 4th.  Christ
Church will also present a
concert series during the
2011-2012 season—more
to come on that in the next
issue of the Close Call.

I wish to extend my
most heartfelt thanks to
all of you who expended
so much time and energy
in the music director
search. I am deeply grate-
ful for your work and for
your support.

Holy Eucharist with
Music
and Mediation
is offered every Wednesday
from 12:15-12:45 p.m.
in the Clarke Chapel. This
service is fully accessible
for parishioners and
community members who
use walker, canes, or

wheelchairs.

All are welcome.
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From the Rector (Continued)

This fall, we will move
to a new pattern. Worship
on the second Sunday of
the month will be anchored
by Canticum Novum, who
have developed so well
under the sure guidance of
John Sheridan that they are
now ready to take on that
level of responsibility. The
Youth Choir and the St.
Cecilia Ensemble will no
longer be tied to one par-
ticular Sunday a month,
but will be scheduled with
greater flexibility, allowing
them to learn anthems
which are seasonally ap-
propriate, to share their
gifts with more of our pa-
rishioners, and to sing with
and enjoy the mentorship
of our adult choirs. Chil-
dren and youth who now
serve as ushers and lectors
will be mixed into the
regular rota, so that, on
many Sundays, we will be
able to hear the whole peo-
ple of God proclaim the
whole Gospel'.

That is, in the end, what
God wants to see: all of
God’s people living God’s
good news, each day, in

every place, sharing a word
of hope, of blessing, of
encouragement, and of new
life. Over and over in the
past years, we have drawn
on the strength of our tradi-
tions to break old patterns
which were constricting us,
to seek out new ways to
serve one another and our
neighbors in God’s name,
to join together in praise.
Each of these was a resur-
rection decision: to seek
out new and abundant life
wherever it was to be
found. You have chal-
lenged me, encouraged me,
and inspired me in our
work together. And so I'd
like to end where 1 begun,
with the words we sang at
my Institution: O, Sing
unto the Lord a new song!

Blessings, grace, and love,

Deborak#

! Parents! From now on, you’ll need to check all the columns in the liturgical ministers schedule in the
Close Call, not just one, to find out when your family members are scheduled to participate.

AUGUST 2011

VESTRY NOTES, CONTINUED

of October 3, 2006, Christ
Church consents to the
sale of the Property located
at 109 South Adelaide
Avenue, Highland Park,
New Jersey.

Resolved, That the Vestry
of Christ Church direct the
Finance Committee to in-
vestigate whether it would
be to the advantage of the
parish to purchase the
property located at 109
South Adelaide Avenue,
Highland Park, New Jer-
sey, for use as a Rectory,

and to make an appropriate
recommendation to the
next regular meeting of
the Vestry.

There being no further
business, the meeting ad-
journed with a closing
prayer by the Rector.

The next regular vestry
meeting is scheduled to be
held August 9 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Ross Room. Inter-
ested parishioners are wel-
come to attend.

Close Call
Article Deadlines

Below are the deadlines for sub-
mission of articles to be included in
the Close Call for the rest of the year.

August 19
(September edition)

September 23
(October edition)

October 21
(November edition)

November 18
(December edition)

December 16
(January 2012 edition)
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AUGUST 2011

Save the Dates!

Sunday, September 18
Farewell Celebration
for Our Outgoing Rector

We will celebrate with grateful worship and thanksgiving the ministry of our
Rector and sister Deborah Meister at Christ Church as we send her off to her
new calling in Washington, DC.

Please contact Chizoba Nwankwo or Marie Thompson if you would like to help.

Sunday, September 25
Institution of Our
New Music Director

We celebrate with joy the institution of our brother John Sheridan as our new
Director of Music.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday

Summer Schedule
800 a.m—Holy Eucharist with Music, Rite |
9:00 a.m—Men’s Ministry (2nd Sunday)
900 am—Summer Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m—Choral Holy Eucharist, Rite II,
followed by Coffee Hour

Monday through Friday
7:30 a.m.—”Open” AA meeting for men and
women in the Auditorium.

Monday

7:15 p.m.—Lyme Disease Support Group
(first and third Mondays of the month)
7:30 p.m.—Canticum Novum Choir
Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.—Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday
7:30 p.m.—Vestry (second Tuesday of the
month, except July)

Wednesday

12:15 p.m.—Holy Eucharist in the Sanctuary
6:00 p.m—Food Pantry (last three Wednes-
days of the month)

7:30 p.m.—WomenSpirit

7:30 p.m.—Property Committee (first
Wednesday of the month)

Friday
9:00 a.m.—Food Pantry (last two Fridays
of the month)

Saturday
10:30 a.m.—Food Pantry (last two Satur-
days of the month

Christ Church

5 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Telephone 732.545.6262
FAX 732.545.6264

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Meister
Rector
(mobile 732.570.3767)
rector@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

The Rev. Deacon Peter Cornell
Deacon
deacon(@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

The Rev. Gregory Bezilla
Rutgers Chaplain
(mobile 609.240.1554)
bezilla@rci.rutgers.edu
John Sheridan

Director of Music
music@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Renata Koumendouros
Youth Choir Director
rkoumendouros@hotmail.com
Julia Utz
Parish Administrator
admin@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
Brian Breen
Sexton

Kathryn Brennan
Treasurer
treasurer@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
Christ Church Web Page:
www.christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Thursday:
9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Friday:

9:00 a.m.—noon

Closed Fridays July and August

Close Call deadline is:

Friday, August 19, for the
September 2011 Issue

closecall@

christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Christ Church Vestry

If you wish to become involved in any
of our ministries, please contact
the Vestry committee chairs.

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Meister
Presider

Paul Ambos
Rector’s Warden

Donald Edwards
People’s Warden

Beth Angell
732.317.2766
Stewardship

Gerri Callaham
732.937.9043
Evangelism & Communication

Steve Caruso
Evangelism & Communication

Bob Chant
Finance

Julia DerBedrosian
Evangelism & Communication
Personnel

Art Erickson
732.777.1877
Property

Gwen Greenberg
732.249.0222
Outreach

Pam Harbour
Music

Andrea Hawkins
908.709.4319
Youth Formation

Judith Kuldinow
732.846.3953
Children’s Formation

Chizoba Nwankwo
732.485.4330
Special Events & Fundraising,
Clerk of the Vestry

Marie Thompson
732.828.4830
Newcomers & Hospitality
Special Events & Fundraising
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