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Rector’s
Column

Beloved in Christ,

The writer Annie Dillard writes
of the night she learned to chop
wood. Desperate to finish a novel
which was going nowhere, she had
moved out to a one-room cabin on
Puget Sound, heated only by a
woodstove and a kerosene heater.
Each day, she would go out to the
chopping block, set a log on it, and
swing at the log. Each day, the log
refused to split. Instead, each swing
chipped off a sliver of wood, until
the log had been reduced, essen-
tially, to kindling. Gradually,
Dillard became the town’s enter-
tainment, as her neighbors gathered
to watch. One even commented to
another, “I love to watch Annie
split wood.”"

This is a hard year and a hard
time in which to be a Christian.
Too often, our faith and our work
feel like chipping wood, putting
enormous amounts of energy into
actions which yield tiny results,
while our sophisticated, practiced
neighbors laugh and wonder at our
folly. As in the days around the
first Christmas, hunger stalks in the
land. According to the Times, it has
reached its highest level in the US
in fourteen years: forty-nine
million of our neighbors do not

have enough to eat. Unemployment
is around 17.5 percent, if you
include the people who are no
longer looking for work. Nor are
things better abroad. The forces of
war howl for blood in Afghanistan,
Iraq, the Sudan—all the places

income than peace, where arms
dealers and local warlords and
black marketeers and even a few
soldiers can make a killing if they
are willing to see the Kkilling
prolonged. Times like this chal-
lenge our hope. How can we say

where conflict generates more that it matters whether a baby was
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born two thousand years ago?
What does it mean to hope that
Christ will come again? When we
speak of the Kingdom of God,
when we yearn for the Kingdom of
God, are we just dreaming fools?

Perhaps—or  perhaps these
times are why we need to be able to
see that distant horizon, that future
which is God’s future moving
slowly over the horizon toward the
breaking of full day. Our trust, our
faith, is our conviction that all this
is not distanced from God at all;
that the Holy One who became the
baby in the manger, who came
among us in the mess and blood of
childbirth, among poverty and need
and the threat of war, is still here,
that God’s choice to love us is
irrevocable.  Against all  the
evidence, we bear witness that
Christ is among us in those homes
where  people  shelter from
the falling bombs, that Christ is
among us around those tables
where people share out their
meager food, that Christ is among
us even at the tables where arms
dealers make their bargains and
warmongers shape their battles,
where even ordinary people seek
out simple happiness and refuse to
remain unbroken.

But our faith calls us to aim
higher: to refuse to allow others to
be broken. After several weeks of
chipping wood, Dillard had a
dream. In it, she writes, “I was
given to understand, by the powers
that be, how to split wood....You
aim at the chopping block, not at
the wood....You cannot do the job
cleanly unless you treat the wood
as the transparent means to an end,
by aiming past it.”* You cannot do
the job cleanly unless you aim
beyond. 1t’s as good a summary as
any of the Christian life: we are
people who aim beyond—beyond
what we can see in this broken
world, beyond even the beauty
which tears at our hearts and
teaches us to hope, beyond the
ways we know, toward a future that
will be—not more of the same,
only better—but different, really
different, in scope and kind and in
ways of being. “You must go at
your life with a broadax,” writes

Dillard, expending everything we
are in the pursuit of what might be,
because, really, what are we saving
ourselves for? Our days are
measured, and what we have not
given will not suddenly bear fruit
when we are gone. We expend
ourselves joyfully before we are
spent, or we are spent anyway. The
difference is in what we do with
our time, how high we dare to
reach for God.

First among those reachers,
perhaps, would come the Mother of
God. Theotokos, the Orthodox call
her: God-bearer. We are accus-
tomed, perhaps, to hear of her as
meek and mild, submissive, gentle,
quiet. But hers was no passive
gentleness, but a tenderness fierce
and wild. Nothing weak could have
given flesh to God, but only one
who aimed, straight and clear,
beyond what had been done
forever, and dared to risk bringing
in what was new. The poet Kath-
leen Raine imagines the scene,
drawing upon the rough and craggy
landscape of Northumbria:

Let in the wind,
Let in the rain,
Let in the moors tonight,

The storm beats on my window-pane,
Night stands at my bed-foot,

Let in the fear,

Let in the pain,

Let in the trees that toss and groan,
Let in the north tonight.

Let in the nameless formless power
That beats upon my door,

Let in the ice, let in the snow,

The banshee howling on the moor,

The bracken-bush on the bleak hillside,
Let in the dead tonight.

The whistling ghost behind the dyke,
The dead that rot in the mire,

Let in the thronging ancestors,

The unfilled desire,

Let in the wraith of the dead earl,
Let in the dead tonight.

Let in the cold,

Let in the wet,

Let in the loneliness,

Let in the quick,

Let in the dead,

Let in the unpeopled skies.
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Oh how can virgin fingers weave
A covering for the void,

How can my fearful heart conceive
Gigantic solitude?

How can a house so small contain
A company so great?

Let in the dark,

Let in the dead,

Let in your love tonight.

Let in the snow that numbs the grave,

Let in the acorn-tree,

The mountain stream and mountain
stone,

Let in the bitter sea.

Fearful is my virgin heart

And frail my virgin form,

And must I then take pity on

The raging of the storm

That rose up from the great abyss
Before the earth was made,

That pours the stars in cataracts
And shakes this violent world?

Let in the fire,
Let in the power,
Let in the invading might.

Gentle must my fingers be

And pitiful my heart

Since I must bind in human form
A living power so great,

A living impulse great and wild
That cries about my house

With all the violence of desire
Desiring this my peace.

Pitiful my heart must hold

The lonely stars at rest,

Have pity on the raven’s cry,
The torrent and the eagle’s wing,
The icy water of the tarn

And on the biting blast.

Let in the wound,
Let in the pain,
Let in your child tonight.3'

Theotokos. God-bearer. What
Mary was, we are called to be, not
to bring Christ here in the flesh, but
to reveal him present among us.
Underneath the broken wings,
underneath the shifting, warming
earth, within even the most most
broken heart (especially within the
most broken heart): Emmanuel:
God with us. In the bread you are
baking, in the food you are grow-
ing, God is present, nourishing the
world. In the sick person you are
tending, in the heart pouring out its
troubles to you, God is present in



the healing. In the business you are
growing, in the school where you
are teaching, God 1is creating
people who flourish. Reach
through to that Emmanuel: God
with us. That is the only goal worth
aiming at, for in doing it we get all
the rest: friendship and fierce joy,
freedom from unbalanced desire,
hearts that can find contentment,
eyes to seize the beauty around us
even now, and the very Kingdom
of God, planted among us like a
green seed, deep underneath the
winter ground, but pushing,
pressing, sending out roots, until
the bright branch blossom, and the
bent tree Time bring forth Eternity.

Blessings and grace,

Deborat+

! Annie Dillard, The Writing Life, ch. 3.
2. ..

Ibid.
3 Kathleen Raine, “Northumbrian
Sequence.”

VESTRY NOTES
—Robin Brown, Clerk

Regular Meeting of
November 9, 2009

Dr. Meister called the meeting
to order, and opened the meeting
with prayer. The opening Bible
study was based on Acts 2:1-11.
The minutes of the October 12,
2009 regular vestry meeting were
approved with corrections. There
was no correspondence.

Treasurer’s Report
(Kathryn Brennan)

New parish bookkeeper Irene
Fialkowsky started work on
November 5, replacing services
previously provided by Accounting
Alternatives.  Irene is  very
well-qualified and has already
made a difference in the amount of
time Treasurer Brennan needs to
spend on church finances. Dr.
Meister expressed great thanks to
Treasurer Brennan and Finance
Chair Edwards for their hard work
on this issue.

Donations remain strong
despite the economy. Pledges
are on budget, and plate income
and the Food Pantry donations
are both over budget. International
Night  raised $1,103  (with
great thanks to Vestrymember
MaryAngely Johnson and the
International Night committee).

Committee Reports
Stewardship
(Penelope Lattimer)

The Stewardship Committee is
still working to gather in pledges
from all parishioners who have
pledged in the past. Tremendous
thanks were offered to Vestry-
member Lattimer for all her hard
work.

Annual Meeting Committee
(Meegan Adames)

A list of possible candidates for
Vestrymember has been drawn up
and divided among the members of
the Annual Meeting Committee.
Reactions among the people who
have been approached were very
positive. This raises the possibility
of a contested slate.

Rector’s Remarks
(The Rev’d Dr. Deborah Meister)

Dr. Meister participated in in-
terviewing the final candidates for
the bookkeeper position. She also
participated in two other parish
meetings and several meetings to
plan the diocesan Young Adult
retreat. Dr. Meister attended the
meeting of the Northern Convoca-
tion, which focused on the minis-
tries of each parish and on the
fiscal position of the Diocese.

Dr. Meister and Greg Brezilla
planned and led a one-day retreat
for the young adults of the diocese.
Response was very positive, and
a second one is being considered
for the Spring. She also taught four
sessions of Building the City
of God, and accompanied the
members of the Journey to Adult-
hood group to Nightwatch at the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in
Manhattan.

Looking forward, the choir will
perform the Messiah at the State
Theater on December 6 at 3 p.m.,
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and Lessons and Carols will be
on December 20 at 4 p.m. On
Christmas Eve services will be at
4 and 10:30 p.m.

Deacon’s Remarks
(The Rev’d Peter Cornell, Deacon)
The auditorium has now been
primed, thanks to the work of
several volunteers. It is recom-
mended that we limit any attach-
ments to the walls to low-residue
(blue) masking tape, to avoid
damage to the new paint. Use of
thumbtacks or pins are to be
forbidden. Steps will be taken to
publicize this policy. Dr. Meister
gave thanks to Deacon Cornell for
help with pastoral care.

Old Business
NJ Historic Trust Grant
(Paul Ambos)

Pending receipt of the signed
Grant Agreement from the Trust,
we are meeting with Historic
Building Architects to finalize their
contract and begin work on plans
and bidding.

Richard Durnin Bequest

A motion was passed to author-
ize the signing of a refunding bond
and release in order to receive the
balance of the parish’s bequest
from late parishioner Dr. Richard
Durnin.

New Business
Message from Bishop Councell
(The Rev’d Dr. Deborah Meister)
The vestry viewed a video of a
speech by Bishop Councell on
parish support of the diocese and
congregational support of their
parishes, followed by discussion.
The vestry fully acknowledged that
we are looking at a desire to
increase our support for the
diocese, while we are also deeply
aware that we are still running a
deficit budget.

Spanish-language Outreach
(The Rev’d Dr. Deborah Meister):
Dr. Meister had a conversation
with Dr. Francisco Pozo, Vicar of
Christo Rey, Trenton, describing
our desire to reach out to the
Spanish-speaking members of our
community. He has offered to start



coming up from Trenton on Sunday
afternoons to lead a Spanish-
language service starting in
January. He is willing to bring up
members of his congregation in
December to canvass target
neighborhoods. He is asking for a
committee of 3 or 4 people to work
with him. A motion was offered to
instruct the finance committee to
attempt to find room in the 2010
budget for this outreach. This was
followed by an intensive discussion
of appropriate funding strategies.
The motion was passed with two
abstentions.

Evangelism Committee

There was general agreement
that based on the many conversa-
tions of this meeting, the vestry
should authorize the formation of
an evangelism committee.

Closing Prayer and Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned by the
Rector on consent with prayer by
Vestrymember Andrea Hawkins.

NOTE FROM

THE TREASURER

—Kathryn Brennan

Please join me in welcoming
Irene Fialkowsky, our new book-
keeper. She will be in the Church
office every Thursday. Irene has
extensive experience with both
Church and non-profit settings,
including seven years at Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church in
Lexington Park, Maryland. She
also worked for 11 years at a
veterinary hospital. Irene lives in
Flemington with her husband and
two sons.

If you want weekly offering
envelopes for 2010 and have not
already requested them, please let
the Church office know.

Also, if you donate shares
of stock or mutual funds to pay
your pledge, please drop me
an email to let me know it is
coming. Some brokerages and
mutual funds do not identify
donors of such gifts when the
check arrives. I can be reached at
treasurer@christchurchnewbruns-

wick.org.

FOOD PANTRY NEWS
—Gwen Greenberg, Carole
Forsythe, Molly Newling
Food Pantry Co-chairs

In October we fed over
3,000 people with only 9,000 Ibs.
of food allotted from the Commu-
nity Food Bank and 1,000 Ibs. that
we purchased. There were large
donations from UMDNIJ School
of Public Health student organiza-
tion V.O.LC.E.S. as well as
donations from the Parish. Satur-
day, October 31 we used the last
packed bag. We had remaining a
few loose cans of fruit.

November’s allotment was less
than 7,000 1bs. With all of the food
shelved, the pantry looks very
empty. Sally and Don Edwards
brought a large donation of fresh
vegetables donated from Stults
farm, a neighbor of theirs. The
produce included winter squash,
cabbages, and apples. We received
200 turkeys to be distributed the
Saturday before Thanksgiving. At
press time we were hoping to
purchase more from the Commu-
nity Food Bank on November 18
when we picked up the turkeys.
Unfortunately, their shelves are
pretty bare also.

We are asking everyone to
please contribute FOOD to the
Pantry for the next couple of
months. Soups, pastas, vegetables,
and rice would be greatly appreci-
ated. This year appears to be leaner
than last so we may need more
help. Thank you to all who have
been supporting the food pantry
with contributions in the brown
envelops and many independent
donations.

We are starting a literacy and
tutorial program for clients. We
have about 35 clients registered to
learn English and or reading and
writing. Many of our clients do not
read or write in their native
language so we will be teaching

them in English.
We have volunteer tutors from
Rutgers  University and also

members of our neighborhood. We
need many more but are pleased to
finally be able to launch this aspect
of our community outreach.
Anyone who is interested in joining

Close Call - Page 4

this project should call Gwen at
908.420.0548. No Spanish is
needed. Most of the teaching will
be through dialogue and with the
use of some limited materials. The
tutor/mentors will be matched with
the clients at the food pantry and
then work together outside of the
church. We are suggesting they use
New Brunswick Public Library.

FOOD PANTRY CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2009

Please note that December’s
calendar is slightly changed due to
the Christmas holidays. Also, this
is a generic calendar—assignments
were not available at press time.

December 2 (Wednesday)
A.M.—MCFOOD pickup: Sandy
Heinlein

December 8 (Tuesday)
8:30 a.m—Unloading truck(s) from
Hillside

December 9 (Wednesday)
A.M.—MCFOOD pickup: Sandy
Heinlein

December 10 (Thursday)
6-8 p.m.—Bagging

December 11 (Friday)
9-10 a.m.—Distribution

December 12 (Saturday)
9-10:30 a.m.—Bagging
10-11:30 a.m.—Art with kids
10:30-11:30.—Distribution

December 23 (Wednesday)

A.M.—MCFOOD pickup: Sandy
Heinlein

1:00 p.m.—Bagging

6-7 p.m.—Distribution

December 18 (Friday)
9-10 a.m—Distribution

December 19 (Saturday)
9-10:30 a.m.—Bagging
10-11:30 a.m.—Art with kids
10:30-11:30—Distribution

December 30 (Wednesday)

A.M.—MCFOOD pickup: Sandy
Heinlein

1:00 p.m.—Bagging

6-7 p.m.—Distribution



Parish Announcements

FINANCIAL

PEACE UNIVERSITY
—Deborah+
Over the last few months, I
have become aware that a
number of parishioners are
struggling to live on a reduced
income, or have lost jobs, or are
simply trying to reassess their
financial priorities. If enough
people interested, we will offer
a 13-week class called Financial
Peace University. This is a
video-driven class taught by
finance teacher David Ramsey,
with discussion after each video.
His style may not be everyone's
cup of tea, but his advice has
been proven to be effective in
helping participants get out of
significant debt, save money,
and identify and plan effectively
for their real financial priori-
ties. Because class sessions will
take 1.5-2 hours, we cannot
manage to run it on Sunday
mornings. I am going to propose
to offer the class on Wednesday
evenings from 7-9 p.m., starting
in January. Because this is a
trademarked product, we are
required to purchase one
membership per individual or
married/engaged couple; the
cost will be about $93 dollars
for the thirteen weeks, payable
at the time you enroll. If you
feel that you are in need of this
class, but cannot afford to pay
that much for it, please talk to
Deborah confidentially; she will
try to drum up some scholarship
money to help you.

MEN’S MINISTRY
—The Rev. Peter Cornell
The Men’s Ministry met for
Bible study on November 8th at
9:30 AM, and we continued with
our study of parables in the Gospel
of John according to the study
guide from the Lambeth Confer-
ence. This month the group
explored the parable of Jesus
healing the blind man. The ques-
tion set in the guide helped us
reflect on how we as a community
deal with and help others who are
suffering. As a parish, we strive to
remain empathic, and we offer food
to the hungry, healing liturgies for
those in distress, and guidance for
those needing social services. In
the parable, everyone who interacts
with the blind man, from the
scribes, the Jewish leaders, even
his own parents, distance them-
selves from the healed man, despite
the miracle of his restored sight.
The group used the story to frame a
discussion about how we react to
those who are suffering, and what
our role as leaders should be as we
strive to be better Christians within
the church, as well as in our secular

lives.
There will NOT be a Bible
study in December (due to

the preparations for the Christmas
holiday), but we will resume
the second Sunday of January, at
9:30 a.m. as part of our adult
education curriculum. This will
conclude our study of the Lambeth
series. Please see Deacon Pete
Cornell for the study materials, and
plan to join us; also, any sugges-
tions for our next series starting in
February are welcome. We always
have an interesting and expansive
discussion from the perspective of
men on a journey in community
and communion with Jesus.
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LENTEN

RETREAT OFFERINGS
—Deborah+
With Christmas right around the
corner, it’s hard to believe we have
begun scheduling activities for
Lent 2010! The Revs. Deborah
Meister and Greg Bezilla will lead
a couple of retreats here at Christ
Church on Lenten Saturdays. On
February 20, there will be a Young
Adult Retreat; and on March 13
there will be a retreat for Christ
Church parishioners.

GREENING THE CHURCH
—Sally Edwards
Everyone—adults, teens, kids—
is welcome to decorate the church
for Christmas after the 10:30 a.m.
service, December 20. Bring
clippers, if you can. There will be
greens and lots of holly (my trees
are fuller of berries than they’ve
been in 40 years!). Please call me
at 609.395.1467 if you have
questions, suggestions or greens to
offer.

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS
—Harriet DeMatteis
I want to thank all of my Christ
Church friends for their devotion
and prayers for Frank, including
thanks for your emails, phone calls,
cards, and good wishes. 1 deeply
appreciate it. Frank is now in the
Parker Home in Piscataway and
shows improvement each day. God
bless you all!

We note with sympathy the death
of Esther Wiles, mother of Carol
Gibson. Rest eternal grant to her,
O Lord, and let light perpetual
shine upon her.




THE KNIT

BEFORE CHRISTMAS
—Deborah+

Each year, the Seamen’s Church
Institute gathers together the good
will and talents of knitters from
across the Episcopal Church and
other denominations to make warm
clothing for seamen who serve
(often in poor conditions) the needs
of international shipping. Many of
these sailors are from warm
countries, and simply do not own
clothing that can keep them healthy
in the cold weather of the North
Atlantic.

If you would like to help, please
go to:

http://blogs.seamenschurch.org/free-

patterns/
to obtain the patterns for this year,
as well as the address for your
finished work. (They particularly
need Mariner’s Scarves and
Mariner’s Helmets.) And then
know that a sailor somewhere is
giving thanks to God for the work
of your hands!

Parishioner Allie Graham has
kindly offered to ship your projects
along with her own. Please get the
items to her at church no later than
Sunday, December 13. If you have
any questions for her, please see
her at church or send an email to
allie.graham@gmail.com.

GIFTS FOR LIFE
—Deborah+

Gifts for Life, an offering of the
international development wing of
Episcopal Relief and Development,
allows you to celebrate holidays or
significant milestones by working
to reduce global poverty. Their new
catalog is available at: www.er-
d.org/giftsforlife.

You can order a goat for a fam-
ily, dig a well for a village, or help
a family displaced by disaster!

COOKBOOK UPDATE

—Annette Power Johnson
Many of you sent your wonder-
ful recipes. Thank you so very
much. You will help the church in
its fund raising efforts. Your
support is valuable and appreci-
ated. Several of the church’s well-
known cooks prefer to add more
than recipes. They want to publish
a unique church cookbook. There-
fore, we had to push back the
publication date to allow time for
additional material. Now we are
aiming for March. We will keep
you posted. Some of you may be
contacted for more information
about your recipes.

BUILDING AN ETHICAL
ECONOMY: THEOLOGY

AND THE MARKETPLACE

The 2010 Trinity Institute will
be held January 27-29 at Trinity
Wall Street. Guest speakers will
include Rowan Williams,
Archbishop of Canterbury; Sir
Partha Dasgupta, Professor of
Economics at Cambridge Univer-
sity; and Kathryn Tanner, Profes-
sor of Theology at the University of
Chicago Divinity School. Enroll-
ment information is at
http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/faith/in
stitute/2010/.

SAVE THE DATE!

The tenth annual Acolyte Festi-
val of the Diocese of New Jersey
will be held Saturday, February 13,
2010 at  Trinity  Cathedral
in Trenton. The theme of this year's
day-long event will be the
Holy Spirit working in our lives.
Don't miss the opportunity
to celebrate the ministry of the
acolytes in your parish. Brochures
and  registration forms  will
be available on the diocesan
website beginning December 1.
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LOOKING FOR A GOOD
RETREAT OR CLASS?

The Parish Staff post current
listings from a wide variety of
monasteries, retreat centers, and
educational institutions on the
bulletin board near the 5 Paterson
doorway. Drop by and explore
them. You might find something
that could change your life.

BLANKET APPEAL

One of our Wish Tree partner
organizations, FISH, is in need of
blankets and coats for the women
and children they serve, with a
special need for blankets. If you
would like to donate, please drop
them off at FISH’s clothing room
at 456 New Market Road in
Piscataway. Thank you.

HOLY EUCHARIST WITH
MUSIC AND MEDITATION

is offered every Wednesday from
12:15-12:45 p.m. in the Clarke
Chapel. This service is fully
accessible for parishioners and
community members who use
walker, canes, or wheelchairs.

All are welcome.
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Music Ministry,

MUSIC AND ADVENT
—Mark Trautman

It’s hard to believe that the first
Sunday of Advent is nearly here! In
the four Sundays prior to Christmas
we celebrate the mystery that has
happened as we look forward to the
celebration of what will happen:
Christ has come, and he will come
again.

While Advent is not a peniten-
tial season in the same sense as
Lent, certain changes are intro-
duced in the liturgy to heighten our
expectation: the Gloria in excelsis
is not used, the music is of a more
contemplative nature, and purple
hangings adorn the altar, pulpit,
and lectern.

At the 8 o’clock service we will
sing Merbecke’s setting of the
Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”) at the
Breaking of the Bread. This setting
was composed in 1550 for the first
edition of the Prayer Book. At the
10:30 service we will sing a setting
of the Kyrie eleison (“Lord, have
mercy”) in its original Greek
language. The setting is based on a
motet for late Advent by the 16th
century German composer Hans
Leo Hassler. The Sanctus (“Holy,
holy, holy”) setting will also be
based on this motet.

MESSIAH AT
THE STATE THEATRE

The New Brunswick Chamber
Orchestra’s annual performance of
Handel’s Messiah will take place at
the State Theatre on Sunday,
December 6 at 3 p.m. Our choir
will join with the NBCO and
soloists Jolle Greenleaf, Drew
Minter, Frederick Urrey, and Peter
Becker in our second performance
at the State.

Tickets specially discounted for
Christ Church will be available at
Coffee Hour through November 29
or through the Parish Office. Don’t
miss this exciting program!

CHOIRS IN ADVENT
AND CHRISTMAS

Advent and Christmas are an
especially busy time for our choirs!
The Parish Choir will sing for the
10:30 service on November 29 and
December 20, and late Christmas
eve service, and the Canticum
Novum Choir will sing on De-
cember 6. The Youth Choir and
St. Cecilia Ensemble will sing on
Sunday, December 13 and lead the
music on Christmas Eve at 4 p.m.
Members of the Parish Choir will
sing on Christmas Day.

Many thanks to the hard work
of our Parish Choirs—there are
nearly seven hours of rehearsal
each week at Christ Church!

SPECIAL MUSIC AT
CHRISTMAS

Our Lessons and Carols and
Christmas Eve services will be
augmented by instrumentalists as in
years past. John Sheridan will be
joining us again for Lessons and
Carols, and will play the harp for
excerpts from Benjamin Britten’s 4
Ceremony of Carols with the
women of the Parish Choir and
the St. Cecilia Ensemble.

Majestic Brass will join us
again on Christmas Eve with our
own Scott Whitener and his
talented colleagues. The Parish
Choir and the Women’s Schola
will also present special music for
the prelude beginning at 10 p.m. as
well as the service.
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Will you consider a donation to our
Christmas music? Donations may
be given as memorials or thanks-
givings. Please make checks
payable to Christ Church Music
Endowment, and mark them
“Christmas Music.” Gifts may be
mailed to the parish office or put in
the collection plate.

MUSIC AT
CHRIST CHURCH

SUNDAY EVENSONG SERIES
Free concerts at 4 P.M.
with Vespers

Fall Series

December 6
MESSIAH
(State Theatre, 3 P.M.)
Tickets required

December 13
Gloria Kiernieski, alto
Monmouth Junction, NJ

December 20
LESSONS AND CAROLS
Christ Church Choirs
Spring Series
January 3
Christ Church Women's Schola
Music by the Caccini Family

January 10
Joseph Arndt, organist
Newark, NJ

January 17
The Broken Reed Sax Quartet

January 24
Gail Archer, organist
New York, NY
January 31
Erik Meyer, organist
Erie, PA




CHRISTMAS FLOWER
MEMORIALS AND GIFTS

Each Christmas our Church is beautified with flowers memorializing departed loved ones, commemorating
anniversaries or representing thank offerings. Flower memorials and gifts may also be provided throughout the
year. The cost for each Christmas donation or a single date in 2010 is $40. A perpetual memorial may be
established with a one-time contribution of $500.

For Christmas memorials, we must receive your check no later than Sunday, December 13 so that donor
names may be printed in the leaflets. Gifts may be mailed to the Parish Office or placed in the collection plate.

Please Print Clearly.
Given by Telephone
Address
For: Memorial [ ] In thanksgiving [ ] Other [ |
Memorial Name: Day or Date
Christmas 2009 $ Easter 2010 $
Perpetual Memorial Other single 2010
Date $ Date $

Total amount enclosed: $

Make checks payable to the Marion B. DeVoe Altar Guild and place in collection plate or mail to:
Julia Utz, Christ Church, 5 Paterson Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

CHRISTMAS MusIc 2009

We will be augmenting the 10 o’clock Festal Eucharist on Christmas Eve with the Majestic Brass Quintet. Just
as flowers, plants, and other decorations adorn our worship space on festive occasions, special instruments also
add to the beauty of our Christmas liturgies.

Music donations may be given as memorials or thanksgivings. Gifts may be mailed to the Parish Office or put
in the collection plate. Checks should be received in the office by Sunday, December 13 so that donor names
may appear in the Christmas leaflets.

Please Print Clearly.
Given by
Telephone
Address
Memorial [ ] In thanksgiving [ ]
For

Please make checks payable to Christ Church Music Endowment, and mark envelopes “Christmas Music.”

Please mail to:
Julia Utz, Christ Church, 5 Paterson Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Close Call - Page 8




MESSIAH

A SACRED ORATORIO
By George Frideric Handel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 06, 2009 AT 3 PM
State Theatre
15 Livingston Avenue

NEW BRUNSWICK
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

CHOIR OF CHRIST CHURCH
Mark Trautman, Conductor

Soloists
Jolie Greenleaf, soprano
Drew Minter, countertenor
Frederick Urrey, tenor
Peter Becker, bass

Presented by the State Theatre and New Brunswick Chamber Orchestra
newbrunswickchamberorchestra.org
statetheatrenj.org

Tickets: $32 ($26 groups).
A limited number of 326 tickets with choice seating for parishioners only
are available through the Parish office.

Close Call - Page 9
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday
8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist with
Music, Rite I

9-9:30 a.m.—Y outh choir rehearsal
9-9:30 a.m.—St. Cecilia Choir
rehearsal

9:30-10:20 a.m.—Children’s Sunday
School, Rite 13, J2A, Senior High
Bible Study, Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m.—Men’s Ministry (second
Sunday of the month)

9:30 a.m.—Parish Choir rehearsal
10:30 a.m.—Choral Holy Eucharist,
Rite II, followed by Coffee Hour
4:00 p.m.—Choral Evensong
Concerts

Monday through Friday
7:30 a.m.—""Open” AA meeting for
men and women in the Auditorium.

Monday

9:00 a.m.—7 p.m.—Boaz Open Clinic
7:00 p.m.—Boaz Board (third
Monday of the month)

7:15 p.m—Lyme Disease Support
Group (second and fourth Mondays
of the month)

7:30 p.m.—Canticum Novum Choir
Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.—Narcotics Anonymous
7:30 p.m.—Vestry (second Monday
of the month)

Tuesday

9:00 a.m.—7 p.m.—Boaz Open Clinic
Wednesday

12:15 p.m.—Holy Eucharist in the
Sanctuary

6.:00 p.m.—Food Pantry (last three
Wednesdays of the month)

7:30 p.m.—WomenSpirit

7:30 p.m.—Property Committee
(first Wednesday of the month)

Thursday
9:00 a.m.—7 p.m.—Boaz Open Clinic
8:00 p.m.—Parish Choir Rehearsal

Friday
9:00 a.m.—Food Pantry (last two
Fridays of the month)

Saturday
10:30 a.m.—Food Pantry (last two
Saturdays of the month)

Christ Chureh

5 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Telephone 732.545.6262
FAX 732.545.6264

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Meister,
Rector
(mobile 732.570.3767)
rector@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
The Rev. Deacon Peter Cornell,
Deacon
deacon@christchurchnewbrunswick.org

The Rev. Gregory Bezilla,
Rutgers Chaplain
(mobile 609.240.1554)
bezilla@rci.rutgers.edu
Mark Trautman,

Director of Music
music@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
Renata Koumendouros,

Youth Choir Director
rkoumendouros@hotmail.com
Julia Utz,

Parish Administrator
admin@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
Brian Breen,

Sexton
Kathryn Brennan
Treasurer
treasurer@christchurchnewbrunswick.org
Christ Church Web Page:
www.christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Parish Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday:
9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Friday:

9:00 a.m.—noon

Close Call deadline is:

Friday, November 20, for
December 2009 Issue

Allie Graham, Editor
609.306.4257
closecall@
christchurchnewbrunswick.org

Christ Church Vestry

If you wish to become involved in any
of our ministries, please contact
the Vestry committee chairs.

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Meister,
Presider

Paul Ambos
Rector’s Warden

Winston Sirjue
People’s Warden
Newcomers/Hospitality

Zida Abbott
732.545.0748
Children’s Formation

Meegan Adames
732.843.4822
Outreach, Stewardship

Edward Beckles
732.297.1217
Marketing and Communications

Robin Brown
732.214.9682
Newcomers/Hospitality
Clerk of the Vestry

Peter Clarke
732.560.9626
Marketing and Communications

Donald Edwards
609.395.1467
Finance

Jonathan Gloster
732.951.2356
Property

Gwen Greenberg
732.249.0222
Music

Andrea Hawkins
908.709.4319
Children’s Formation

Annette Johnson
732.568.1152
Fundraising/Special Events, Personnel

Mary Angely Johnson
732.322.8407
Fundraising/Special Events

Penelope Lattimer
732.843.3031
Stewardship
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